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October 29, 1999

The Honorable Donna Shalala

Secretary of Hedlth and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW - Room 615
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Shalda

| am writing to express my support for proposed language the Department of Health
and Human Services put forward on shell egg safety in July.

It is my understanding that recommendations for proposed language for warning labels
to appear on new shell egg cartons have been concluded. It is aso my understanding that a
final recommendation is expected soon.

As you know, the language published in July by the Department included the following
appear on new egg shell cartons

“SAFE HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS: Eggs may contain harmful bacteria known to
cause serious illness, especidly in children, the elderly, and persons with weakened
immune systems. For your protection, keep eggs refrigerated, cook eggs until yolks are
firm, and cook foods containing eggs thoroughly.”

Although there may be representations by industry that it is solving food safety threats
associated with eggs on its own and the proposed language should therefore be diluted, it is
important to keep in mind the complex nature of thisthreat. The root causes of the growth in
illnesses caused by a new generation of pathogens may well be too difficult for the industry
alone to manage. Indeed, the Center for Disease Control and prevention recently released a
report that found that food borne illnesses strike more than twice as many people than previous

estimates suggested.

Until more definitive progress is made in combating food borne illnesses in general as
well as food safety threats specific to eggs, it isimperative that consumers are given the
opportunity to make the most informed possible decision about the food they eat through the
broad dissemination of information. Warning labels are a crucial and efficient way of ensuring
the appropriate information about food safety threats reaches the consumer.

To that end, let me state again my support for the use of awaming’label on raw shell
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egg cartons and respectfully request that you preserve the language cited above that was put
forward by the Department in July.

Sincerely,

ot i,

a rank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress
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